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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the interpretive content of the issues emphasized and prominent in the decisions taken in
the Izmir Economic Congtess held so far by using the Voyant Tools program. The exploratory study is conducted
according to the interpretive content analysis technique. In the study, the texts of the decisions taken in Izmir
Economics Congresses were determined by an online convenient sampling technique. In the study, the decisions
taken in Izmir Economics Congresses were analyzed with the help of the Cyrrus Tool, Reader tool, Trend tool,
Summary tool, and Context tool offered by Voyant Tools online program. All five mentioned tools are tools with
scalable parameters. The numerical findings obtained from the analysis were presented and interpreted together with
the visuals. The five text analysis tools used in the analysis process are understood to provide essential information
depicted in visualization formats. The findings are interpreted together with the context of the visualized data,
delivering powerful clues for reaching accurate conclusions. The results of the analysis show how different input
parameters affect the study. The prominent themes in the results of the research are essential in terms of showing
what the basic vision of the Republic of Turkey is in the decisions taken at the Izmir Economic Congresses.
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Izmir Tktisat Kongreleri Kararlari: Yorumlayici Bir Igerik Analizi

Oz

Bu calisma, Voyant Tools arayiizii ile Izmir Iktisat Kongrelerinde alinan kararlarda vurgulanan ve 6ne ¢ikan
hususlarin yorumlayict igerik analizini yapmayi amaglamaktadir. Calisma dogasi geregi kesif amaghdir ve yorumlayic
igerik analizi teknigine gore yapilmis bir arastirmadir. Arastirmada Tzmir Tktisat Kongresi kolayda elverisli 6rnekleme
teknigi ile belitlenmistir. Arastirmada Izmir iktisat Kongresi sonunda alinan kararlar Voyant Tools cevrimici
programinin sundugu Cyrrus aract, Reader araci, Trend araci, Summary aract ve Context aract yardimiyla analiz
edilmistir. S6zu edilen bes aracin timi 6lceklenebilir parametrelere sahip araclardir. Analiz sonucunda elde edilen
sayisal bulgular gorsellerle birlikte sunularak yorumlanmistir. Analiz siirecinde kullanilan bes metin analizi aracinin,
gorsellestirme formatlart seklinde tasvir edilen 6nemli bilgiler verdigi anlasiimistir. Bulgular gérsellestirilmis veriler
baglamiyla bitlikte yorumlanarak dogru sonugclara ulagtlmast icin giicli ipuglart sundugunu géstermektedir. Analiz
sonuglart farklt giris parametrelerinin analizi nasil etkiledigini géstermektedir. Voyant Tools, bir metin analizi (veri
madenciligi) stirecinde nicel ve nitel verilerin analizinde operasyonel ve dogruluk degeri yiksek sonuglarin elde
edilmesinde oldukea elverisli oldugu gérilmektedir. Analiz sonuglart her zaman anlamsal birimlerin karmasik yapisina
olduk¢a duyarli oldugu gériilmektedir. Analiz sonuglarinda 6ne ¢ikan temalar, Izmir Tktisat Kongresi geng
cumbhuriyetin temel vizyon belgesi olmasi 6zelliginde kisa ancak sosyal, kiiltiirel, ekonomik, siyasi ve politik bakimdan
kapsayici bir metin oldugunu géstermektedir.
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TUTAR ve OZKAN
Decisions of Izmir Economics Congresses: An Interpretive Content Analysis

Introduction

This research aims to understand better the importance of the decisions of the Izmir Economic
Congresses, which express the quest to develop social and economic policies in the country’s challenging
conditions and create a road map for total development with the interpretive content analysis technique.
Izmir Economic Congress was held in Izmir on February 17, 1923, and some decisions were taken on
implementing a state-supported but private-sector priority "mixed economic model.” When the decisions
taken in Congress are examined, it is seen that the "mixed economy" model, which encourages the private
sector and aims to establish an effective state structure for the economic development of the people, has
been adopted. The decisions of the congress aim to place the cyclical conditions facing Turkey based on
rational monetary policy (Kog, 2000; Daver, 1986; Tokgoz, 1981). When we look at the Congress within
the political conditions of the period, The Lausanne Talks were still ongoing. There were rumors that
Turkey would adopt a USSR-style model as a system and participate in the USSR bloc instead of
Europe—the opening of the first foreign representation of the Government of the Turkish Grand
National Assembly in Moscow. Subsequently, the Moscow Agreement with the USSR on March 16, 1921,
which also had political, military, and economic context, was concluded on March 16, 1921, causing
doubts about Turkey in Europe to increase (Boratav, 1994; Sarc, 1983; Daver, 1986). The Turkish
authorities, who decided the Izmir Economic Congress, wanted to declare to the world that they did not
have such a policy and that practices such as capitulation, which were implemented during the Ottoman
Empire, would never be allowed.

After the First World War, the Turkish people managed to establish an independent Turkish state,
but economic independence was as important as the legal and political independence achieved. Ataturk
knew that a new state could only stand freely once financial problems were solved. For this reason, he was
working on these issues before the Izmir Economic Congress (Sarc, 1983; Self-confidence, 1998; Halici,
2004; Sarc, 1983). The Minister of Economy of the time, Mahmut Esat Bozkurt, was the first to propose
that a congress be held in Izmir. According to Mahmut Esat Bozkurt, political organizations should have a
professional representation system, so the people participating in Congress should be representatives from
each professional group. The Congress had two main aims. These were to identify the problems
experienced by all economic sectors in the country, to ensure the integration of these segments with the
administration, and to explain the planned policies to foreign investors (Sayim, 2000; Coach, 2000; Daver,
1986). During the congress, the problems of citizens from all walks of life were listened to, policies for the
issues were mentioned, and the policies planned on foreign capital were conveyed to the participants. This
congtress, which resulted in the decision to implement a state-supported economic model that prioritized
the private sector, made it difficult to reflect the decisions taken in the congress on economic life due to
the lack of sufficient capital and the lack of qualified labor force as of the petiod. In addition, the "World
Economic Crisis" that took place in 1929 and affected Turkey significantly prevented the implementation
of the decisions taken in Congress. In addition, the external debt burden remaining from the Ottoman
state, combined with the lack of capital and technology, made it virtually impossible to implement the
decisions of the Congtess.

As can be understood from the decisions taken at the first Izmir Economic Congress, the Turkish
economy was designed by a mixed economy model recommended by Mustafa Kemal Atatlrk. In later
congresses, this line was constantly maintained. The congress was opened on February 17 under the
chairmanship of Kazim Karabekir Pasha. Gazi Mustafa Kemal Pasha’s speech showed how to eliminate
the semi-colonial social order, maintain its universal importance, and have a dominant nationalist
character. The decisions of the Izmir Economic Congress are organized to draw attention to the
importance of Turkey's economic development. Turkey’s economic policies are determined to a
significant extent in these congresses. The general purpose of Izmir Economic Congresses is to make
plans for Turkey's economy and develop an eatly solution plan for possible problems. The main goal of
the Republic of Turkey, which gained its independence after the War of Independence, was to gain
political and economic independence. The holding of the Congress on these dates intimidated countries
that wanted the Treaty of Lausanne (Lewis, 1961; Sarc, 1983; Daver, 1986; Tokgoz, 1981). These
congresses, especially the first Izmir Economic Congress, showed the importance given to the economic
independence of the newly established Republic of Turkey. Thus, the message was that sanctions such as
capitulations, contrary to the understanding of economic independence, will never be allowed. With this
congress, a strong message has been conveyed to the whole world about how much the Republic of
Turkey attaches importance to its economic and political independence.
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Atatlrk believed that the country's development would be achieved through planned work, which he
implemented during his time. It is seen in the published historical documents that he was closely
interested in the industrial plans prepared and even read them line by line and expressed his thoughts. The
economic policies followed throughout the period are based on statism, individual labor, and activity and
aim to bring the nation to prosperity as soon as possible and develop the state. According to Inan, Atatiirk
believed that the development of the country would be successful with planned work, and he
implemented this in his own time (inan. 1930; Inan, 1972). For this reason, the decisions taken at the
Izmir Economic Congresses under the guidance of Atatiitk generally cover the following issues:
Establishing industries whose raw materials are produced domestically, supporting private entrepreneurs,
establishing banks that will provide loans to investors, prioritizing the production of daily consumption
goods, leading investments by the state in cases where private enterprise cannot meet the needs, strategic
Important nationalization initiatives include encouraging enterprises to use domestic goods, applying
customs duties in a way that protects the domestic industry, tying railway construction to a program,
improving workers' and union rights, giving importance to the training of technical personnel, and
abolishing tithe tax. .. These decisions show the determination of the findings of the Izmir Economic
Congtresses to protect the domestic industry and also offer that Mustafa Kemal, especially at the 1st Izmir
Economic Congtress, considered following a policy that prioritized national capital, not foreign money.
Investors granted privileges (Sarc, 1983; Daver, 1986).

It is understood from the following decisions that the decisions taken mainly in the first congress
included protectionist policies (Tokgdz, 2007): To determine the spirit of the economic policies to be
implemented by the State of Turkey and the basic principles of the related system, to help the
communication between the capital owners, especially in Istanbul and Izmir, who had difficulty in
establishing a healthy relationship with the government during the years of national struggle, and the
representatives of the government, To show the participants in the Lausanne Negotiations that the
support provided by the whole society to the military and political cadres who played a leading role in the
national struggle was not limited to their own fields of duty, but was also valid in the decisions these
actors would take regarding the economy; to oppose those who demanded the continuation of the
capitulations as a whole nation; to assure the Western European states that there would be no transition
from the liberal system to the communist system. The decisions that were firmly opposed were decisions
such as preventing foreign monopoly, reducing luxury imports, and imposing restrictions. At the same
time, the Congress resolutions also emphasized the promotion of domestic goods.

The decisions of the First Izmir Economic Congress had essential effects on the formation of the
economic structure of the Turkish state in the following period. The areas whetre this effect was seen can
be listed as Money, Credit, Banking, Financial System, Transport Sector, Agriculture Sector, Industry and
Trade Sector, and Foreign Trade Sector (Tezel, 1982; Boratav, 1974). When we look at the declaration
published at the end of the congresses, it is seen that it covers fundamental issues such as reconstruction,
health, transport, education, national sovereignty, exploitation of mines, population growth, increase in
forests, and labor plan. The decisions taken at the congresses briefly include the following points: The
general aim of the Izmir economic congresses was to implement a development model that would serve
the purpose of economic development, improve domestic production, develop forestry and mining, revive
the economy that had deteriorated due to wars, develop animal husbandry, avoid luxury imports, not
oppose foreign capital provided that it contributed to economic development, adopt the principle of
freedom of labor, but not allow monopolies (Yasa, 1980).

The decisions taken at the First Izmir Economic Congress reflect a farsighted approach in terms of
its period. The concept of human capital, or the antecedents of the modernization movements in the labor
market, on which economists are working today, is reflected in these decisions. Considering the conditions
of the period in which the Congress was held, it is clear that rational economic policies were determined
for a Republic at the level of "Contemporary Civilisation.” The essence of the decisions taken at the Izmir
Economic Congress reflects a domestic and national character, such as not compromising economic
independence, primarily utilizing national resources, allowing foreign capital that would not hinder the
development of domestic capital, not falling under the yoke of great powers, supporting producers,
industrialists, and exporters, and encouraging entrepreneurs (C)kgﬁn, 1981; Daver, 1986). In addition, the
national character of the congress decisions is reflected in the fact that Gazi Mustafa Kemal himself
emphasized that the country's economy should be freed from foreign monopolies, the industry should be
strengthened to withstand foreign competition, railway construction should be linked to a program, and
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no matter how great political and military victories are, they will not be worthwhile if they are not crowned
with economic achievements.

The decisions taken in the economic congresses organized in lzmir may be necessary for various
reasons. Here are some essential points that emphasize the importance of these decisions. These decisions
are of great importance in the following respects:

Formulation of economic policies: Economic congresses in lzmir bring together experts, policymakers,
academics, and industry leaders to discuss current economic challenges and opportunities. The decisions
and recommendations that emerge from these meetings are seen as essential at regional, national, and even
international levels. These congresses serve as platforms for identifying and addressing economic
problems and finding innovative solutions. They often include research papers, case studies, and
presentations of best practices that can lead to new approaches and strategies for economic development.
Decisions made at recent congresses may focus on environmentally friendly practices, renewable energy,
and ways to ensure economic growth that does not jeopardize the well-being of future generations.
Economic congresses also shed light on potential areas of growth and investment for both domestic and
foreign investors. For governments, decisions, and recommendations from economic congresses guide the
effectiveness of existing policies. It supports policymakers in adapting to the rapidly changing economic
environment. Economic congresses can also evaluate the results of past economic policies and initiatives
and identify successes and areas for improvement. This helps policymakers learn from past experiences
and make informed decisions for the future. Economic congresses often provide an opportunity to think
beyond short-term goals and develop long-term economic visions and plans. This forward-looking
approach can guide economic policies in the years ahead.

Economic and human development: The decisions taken at these congresses directly impact national
economies. By addressing economic challenges, stimulating investment, and exploring new opportunities,
congress outcomes contribute to economic growth and development and chart a vision. The
recommendations and decisions adopted in these congresses can influence government policies,
regulatory frameworks, and economic incentives. Policymakers often consider the insights from these
meetings when formulating economic plans and strategies. Overall, the significance of the decisions of the
Izmir economic congresses is that various decisions are taken that can influence economic policies,
stimulate growth, address challenges, and generally contribute to the welfare of the Turkish Nation.
Another aspect of the decisions of the congresses is to raise public awareness of economic issues. As the
results and recommendations are often reported in the media, they can help educate the general public
about economic trends, challenges, and potential solutions. Economic congresses held in Izmir, especially
in recent years, emphasize the importance of sustainable development and a green economy, reflecting the
spirit of the period. Decisions made during economic congresses also focus on social and human
development aspects, such as reducing inequality, promoting growth, and addressing poverty and
unemployment. Today, when a skilled and educated labor force is crucial for economic growth, congress’s
resolutions stress the importance of investing in education and human capital development to increase
productivity and competitiveness. Adopting technological developments and encouraging innovation is
critical in today's rapidly changing economic environment. Economic congtesses play a crucial role in
emphasizing the importance of technology and innovation in driving economic growth and increasing
productivity.

As a result, the decisions taken at the Izmir Economic Congresses, held six times so far, are of great
importance in their potential to shape economic policies, promote sustainable development, develop
international cooperation, and solve complex economic problems. These meetings serve as valuable
platforms for dialogue, information exchange, and networking, contributing to the progress and prosperity
of the economic landscape in Izmir and beyond. The significance of decisions taken at Izmir economic
congresses spans many areas, from monetary policy formulation to sustainable development, social
inclusion, and technological progress. The primary purpose of this research is to analyze the content of
the decisions taken in the Izmir Economic Congress, which causes an essential gap in the literature. This
research will likely contribute to the introduction of the congress with content analysis in a foreign
language, draw attention to the issues emphasized in the congress, and significantly contribute to the
literature. Accordingly, the central question of the research is determined as what are the problems
particulatly stressed in the decisions taken in Izmir Economic Congresses.
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Material and Method

Research Design

The research is a directed content analysis research in qualitative content analysis technique. Directed
content analysis is a type of content analysis that combines both quantitative and qualitative approaches in
the same study (mixed). In the process of directed content analysis, themes and patterns are sought for the
quantitative aspect, numerical values, frequently used words, and word frequencies are determined in the
data (Belil, Alhani, Ebadi & Kazemnejad, 2018; Ghaffari et al., 2019). In the qualitative part of the directed
content analysis, the central theme is produced and visualized from descriptive statements, codes, and
categories. While the quantitative part focuses on specific research questions and hypotheses, the
qualitative part tries to answer the study's central question to gain new insights and deeper understanding.
In interpretive content analysis, the implied meanings, hidden intentions, symbols, or references in the
message are subjected to the content (Lisanti, Golfenshtein & Medoff-Cooper, 2017; Pouralizadeh,
Khankeh, Ebadi & Dalvandi, 2017; Ghaedi, Mahdian & Fomani, 2015). The implicit content focuses not
only on the message but also on questioning the intention behind it and the real purpose of the actor. In
the research, directed content analysis was preferred because it is suitable for making inferences about the
content, not just describing it, and for using implicit/latent content as a research object, not "explicit
content.”

Research Model

In the research, the main themes regarding the decisions taken in the six Izmir Economic Congresses
held since 1924 and the indicators regarding the essential vision within which the government should act
are shown in the model below. The model reflects the dominant structure in local and national character
and represents agricultural development and production development for the growth and development of
the Turkish nation.

agricultural = production | development

Figure 1. Research Model
Sampling and Sampling

In content analysis, "text" is any communication unit and can be turned into a team of research
(Drisko, 2016; Schreier, 2013). In content analysis, convenience sampling is an appropriate sampling
technique. Which texts will be selected with the help of these techniques depends on the subject's
importance and topicality and the researcher's interest. In this research, the convenience sampling
technique was used because it is easy to reach and suitable for the essential question and purpose of the
study (Christensen, Johnson & Turner, 2015; Nachmias & Nachmias, 1996). In this study, firstly, the
Ottoman words and concepts in the decisions taken in the first Izmir Economic Congresses were
simplified into today's Turkish under expert supervision. Then, they were translated into English. In the
subsequent analysis process, the determiners and prepositions (the, a, in, to, from, etc.), which are
expressed as stopwords and do not contribute to the meaning of the English text during the analysis
process, were removed from the index and the text was made suitable for analysis. Then, the 12-item text
of the Izmir Economic Congress was analyzed with the help of Voyant Tools online analysis software and
five panels (Cirrus, Reader, Trends, Summary, and Context) (Cortés-Sanchez, 2017: Hetenyi, Lengyel &
Szilasi, 2019; Miller, 2018; Welsh, 2014). This study uses all of these panels to analyze and interpret the
decisions taken in the Izmir Economic Congresses.

Analyzing the Data

In the study, the decisions of the Izmir Economic Congress were analyzed with the help of Voyant
Tools” qualitative content analysis program. Voyant Tools is primarily a text-based web tool that can be
used functionally in the field of humanities. It can analyze a single or several documents together and is
open source. In Voyant Tools, textual data are analyzed in different panels, including Cirrus, Reader,
Trends, Summary, and Context (Hetenyi et al., 2019; Miller, 2018; Sampsel, 2018). Voyant Tools
(https:/ /voyant-tools.org) is an open-source, sophisticated, and versatile text processing valuable tool for
advanced humanities researchers. (Clouder & King, 2015; Steiner et al., 2014; Williams, Inversini, Buhalis
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& Ferdinand, 2015; Zahedzadeh, 2017). Voyant Tools is an open-source, web-based application for text
analysis that is functionally used for analyzing textual data sets in content analysis.

Results

Cirrus Tool: A word cloud creation tool that centrally positions frequently used words in qualitative
content analysis at the largest size in the cloud and visualizes the most commonly used words in the
analysis unit. This tool looks at the frequency of the expression rather than how the term is used. The
visual, which consists of 25 words depending on the frequency of the words and prepared with the
Voyant Tools program, obtained depending on the frequencies of the most frequently used words, is
shown below (Figure 2).

public
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Figure 2. Frequency Intensity of 1zmir Economic Congress Decisions (Word Clond)
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After setting up the Cirrus vehicle stop word list, the five most used words are agricultural (192),
development (188), production (176), and order (175). It contains the phrase education (154) and their
numbers. The first impression from word clouds is that there is much in common between the basic
concepts. Considered together with other words seen with high frequency, an essential part of the
decisions taken at the Izmir Economic Congress is about what the primary mission of the Turkish people
should be and what the alternative areas that need to be developed consist of. From the word cloud, it is
understood that special attention should be given to agricultural development, productivity, education,
and economic and social development.

Links tool: Collocates Graph represents close-knit keywords and terms as a force-directed network
graph. By default, the context is set to 5 words per side. The concept network of the decisions taken at the
Izmir Economic Congresses is shown below—figure 3.

. . Turkey's—.
[agncultural] [productlonJ [development} TN
-security. ﬂn——..%\\‘\\
‘\\}}\ __—policies
: . Neoliberal agricultural
sector  products  areas =~ industry  agriculture /g/ ——policy
public—
I increase
value resources The. me__r/

Figure 3. Izmir Economy Congress decisions concept network and Word Tree

Word tree Concept network analysis of the decisions taken in Izmir Economic Congresses
“agricultural”; It is seen that the main themes of "production” and "development" meet. It is seen that the
central theme of “Agricultural” has a strong relationship with the sub-theme of “sector,” “areas,” “and
products.” The main article of Production, on the other hand, has a strong relationship with the sub-
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themes "increase,” "areas,” "value," and "products.” The central theme of development is strongly related
to the sub-themes of “agriculture,” “resources,” and “industry.” In addition, the concept tree shows that a
vision has been determined that Turkey's agricultural policies should be shaped within the framework of
neoliberal policies, especially in the last economic congresses.

Trends panel: Trend analysis represents a line graph showing the occurrence frequency distribution
in the analysis unit. Trends in the analysis is a visualization that represents the frequencies of terms across
segments in the analysis unit. Each series in the chart is colored according to the word it means, with a
description at the top showing which words are associated with which colors. Also known as Term
FrequenciesChart, trend analysis shows a line chart of the most frequently used words in the text. The
"Corpus Trends" feature of the Izmir Economics Congtess resolutions is shown below (Figure 4).
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Figure 4. Trend analysis of Izmir Economic Congress decisions
While trend analysis focused more on production in the first Izmir Economics Congress, it is seen
that a strong emphasis was placed on education and development in the second Izmir Economics
Congress and on education and production in the third. Agriculture was emphasized in the fifth Izmir
Economics Congress, while the fifth focused on the development of production, and the sixth focused on
the development of agricultural output. In addition, it is understood that increasing agricultural production
has risen as a trend in Congress decisions.
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Figure 5. Stacked Bar chart in 1zmir Economic Congress decisions

Stacked Bar chart of the Congress decisions It is understood that while "production" and
"education" were emphasized in the first Izmir Economic Congress decision, "agricultural development”
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was given priority in the second. In the findings of the third congress, it is seen that there is excessive
emphasis on the issue of "education.” It is seen that the fourth is "development" and "order"; in the fifth,
"development,” "production,” and "education,” and in the sixth congress decisions, "agricultural
production" is predominantly prioritized.

Summary tool: provides a simple, textual summary of the current unit of analysis, including the number
of words in the study, the number of unique words, the longest and shortest documents, the highest and
lowest word density, the average number of words per sentence, the most frequently used words, and the
distinguishing words. This provides an overview of the unit of analysis. It also gives an estimate of the
readability of documents using the Coleman-Liau formula. In addition, it shows the five most frequently
used words in the analysis unit, and their frequencies are indicated in parentheses to the right—six
documents totaling 47,383 words and 4,271 unique word forms in the visited congress decisions.

&, Voyant Tools

Summary

Document Length: /'~
« Longest: IEC-2004 (14786); IEC-1981 (14289); IEC-2023 (10144); IEC-1992 (6240): IEC-2013 (1360)
« Shortest: IEC-1923 (564); IEC-2013 (1360): IEC-1992 (6240); IEC-2023 (10144); IEC-1981 (14289)

Vocabulary Density:
» Highest: IEC-1923 (0.516); IEC-2013 (0.451); IEC-1992 (0.216); IEC-2023 (0.180); IEC-1981 (0.157)
« Lowest: IEC-2004 (0.157); IEC-1981 (0.157); IEC-2023 (0.180); IEC-1992 (0.216); IEC-2013 (0.451)

Average Words Per Sentence: .\
* Highest: IEC-2013 (34.9); IEC-2004 (32.4); IEC-1981 (30.2); IEC-1992 (29.6); IEC-2023 (22.3)
* Lowest: IEC-1923 (18.8); IEC-2023 (22.3); IEC-1992 (29.6); IEC-1981 (30.2); IEC-2004 (32.4)

Readability Index: .
« Highest: IEC-2013 (17.451); IEC-2004 (16.544); IEC-2023 (15.919); IEC-1981 (14.993); IEC-1992 (13.512)
« Lowest: IEC-1923 (10.998); IEC-1992 (13.512); IEC-1981 (14.993); IEC-2023 (15.919); IEC-2004 (16.544)

Most frequent words in the corpus:
« agricultural (192); development (188); production (176); order (175); education (154)

Distinctive words (compared to the rest of the corpus):

. IEC-1923: turk (3), likes (2), joins (2), hostile (2), turks (3).

. IEC-1981: insurance (35), tourism (30), services (44), goods (22), bank (13).

. IEC-1992: ec (15), membership (14), textile (8), working (33), children (29).

. IEC-2004: ngos (35), eu (41), risk (25), goals (23), governance (10).

. IEC-2013: english (3), green (4), contracts (4), tyo (2), talk (2).

. IEC-2023: commentary (14), ecological (15), delegate (9), annotation (9), tourism (23).

DU WN =

Figure 6. Izmir Economics Congress decisions Summary image

StreamGraph tool: This visualization shows the change in the frequency of words in an analysis unit.
StreamGraph is designed to be used with a corpus that contains several documents and where the order
of the papers makes sense (such as chronological order). Each horizontal line in the graph is colored
according to the word it represents. The top of the chart shows which words are associated with which
colors. The flat (x) axis shows short labels for documents or a document segment. The vertical (y) axis
shows the relative or raw term frequencies. Essential term frequencies are the actual number for each
term. In contrast, relative term frequencies represent the plain term frequency divided by the total number
of times (per document or document segment). This analysis shows relative term frequency.

98



MANAS Sosyal Arastirmalar Dergisi - MANAS Journal of Social Studies

& Voyant Tools

StreamGraph

@ agricultural @ development @ production @ order © education

Relative Frequencies

N 3
o e & e

4>
CF\D’ O'\Q' Cf\ 0:" 19 O
& & & & & &
N DY = = &> &

Documents
Figure 7. Izmir Economics Congress decisions StreamGraph image

StreamGraph, while the first Izmir economic congress gave priority to "education" and "production,”
it is seen that all the concepts of "education,” "development," and "order,” especially agricultural
production, were included. In the third congtess, it is seen that the concepts of "education" and
"agricultural development" were mainly emphasized. In the fifth, the concepts of "education,”
"production," and "development" were noted. In the sixth congress, it is seen that especially emphasis was
placed on "agricultural development" and "production.” Here, the StteamGraph visualization shows the
relative importance of different terms or topics in the text by displaying trends in the data over time. In
the image above, flat or low areas represent less effective or less-mentioned terms.

Correlation Tool: Below is the significance level for each pair of words and which words tend to occur
together. Negative correlations are signal words with an inverse formation pattern. Correlation tool: Term
1 and Term 2 represent the Correlation coefficient (Correlation 7) and Significance (Significance p). In the
Voyant Tools correlation tool, the coefficient is calculated by comparing the relative frequencies of the
terms, and a coefficient approaching 1 indicates that the values are positively related, rising and falling together.
Coefficients approaching 0 indicate very little correlation. When coming -1, the terms are negative and are
related (one time rises while another falls). The significance value is a measure of confidence in the
correlation value. Usually, a significance of .05 or lower indicates a strong correlation.

Correlations

Term 1 — — Term 2 Correlation (r) Significance (p)
culture education 0.9945631 3.797842e-9
concept education 0.9945631 3.797842e-9
carrying education 0.9945631 3.797842e-9
consciousness education 0.9945631 3.797842e-9
basic education 0.98901355 6.290298e-8
competent education 0.9805807 6.0779615e-7
corporate education 0.9805807 6.0779615e-7
home social 0.9742962 0.0000018514369
accumulation agricultural 0.97384423 0.0000019840388
developments production 0.9722099 0.000002523391

Figure 8. Izmir Economics Congress decisions Correlations image

When the correlation analysis is examined, it is seen that there is a solid, non-significant but positive
correlation between the words "culture,” "concept,” "carrying,” "consciousness,” "basic,” "competent,"
and "corporate" and "education" in the analysis unit. It is understood that there is a solid and meaningful
relationship between the words "home" and "social,” between "accumulation" and "agricultural,” and

»n »on »n
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between the words "developments" and "production.” There are no negatively related word pairs in the
unit of analysis.

Discussion And Conclusion

The congress decisions were analyzed by extracting the concept network, word clouds, frequency
distributions of the words used, and concept trees of the decisions taken at the Izmir Economics
Congtresses. Voyant Tools, a web-based text reading and analysis environment, was used during the
analysis process. Voyant Tools program, designed to facilitate reading and interpretation practices in the
humanities, was preferred because it was suitable for the purpose of this research. Voyant Tools is an
open source that can analyze single or multiple documents together. In Voyant Tools, textual data is
analyzed in different panels: Cirrus, Reader, Trends, Summary, and Context. Voyant Tools, a web-based
program, is a versatile text-processing tool that can perform advanced analysis (Clouder and King, 2015;
Steiner et al., Zahedzadeh, 2017). In this study, due to its suitability for the main purpose of the research,
analyses were made with the Voyant Tools program, and various comments were made.

After the First World War, the Turkish people established an independent Turkish state. However,
they should also have achieved economic independence from legal and political autonomy. The main
reason for convening the First Izmir Economic Congtess is that the country's goal of political freedom is
to be integrated with economic independence. Ataturk was aware that a new state could not be established
without solving financial problems and that military success alone could not have an effect, and that is
why he had been working on these issues for a long time before the Izmir Economic Congress. The
Minister of Economy at the time, Mahmut Esat Bozkurt, was the first to propose that a congress be held
in Izmir. According to Mahmut Esat Bozkurt, political organizations should be by the professional
representation system, so he advocated that the people participating in the congress should be
representatives from each professional group. The congress was to identify the problems experienced by
all economic segments in the country, ensure the integration of these segments with the administration,
and explain to foreign investors the planned policies. In this direction, it was confirmed that the
expectations and problems of the determined professional groups and institutions were expressed (Varlh
and Koraltiirk, 2010; Census, 2020; Self-confidence, 2002; Halici, 2004). Atatiitk, who accepted the
request of Mahmut Esat Bey for the congress, also saw fit to be the honorary president. The news of the
congress began to be announced in December 1922.

From the Ottoman Empire, whose last years were marked by wars and gradually shrinking with
constant territorial losses, the Young Republic of Turkey inherited an economic legacy that could have
been brighter. Deprived of the external competitiveness of the Ottomans, it could not compete with and
resist the developing European economy and production, which was more advanced at the end of the
Industrial Revolution with its production for domestic needs. Besides, capitulations were a very negative
factor. The Ottoman economy was an agricultural economy consisting of simple handcrafts and industries
working with backward technology, exporting raw materials, and agricultural production. In this negative
structure, while Turks were generally engaged in military service, minorities, all representatives of a big
state ot company, began to have more say in the country's economy than ever. Europe always expected
the sick man to die. Under the leadership of M. Kemal Pasha, the Turks first frustrated Europe's
expectations and then made great efforts to make the new state they founded one of the modern, civilized,
and prosperous states. Izmir Economics Congress is the congress where these efforts are decided. The
founders of the new Turkey are aware that their work is still ongoing after the victory of the war of
independence (Feroz, 2011; Boratav, 1982; Cem, 2002). Achieving economic independence, seen as a
guarantee of political freedom, has been accepted as the primary objective. This period is a period in
which new institutions emerge in which economic policy begins to be determined. Izmir Economic
Congress was held under these conditions and determination.

The decisions of the Izmir Economic Congtess aim to shape the state's economic policies within the
framework of liberal economic policies and a mixed economic model. It is seen that the state needs to
intervene more in economic life; the private sector and capital are expected to be active, and various
exemptions and privileges are granted for this. The desire for the domestic, commercial bourgeoisie,
which was wanted to be created by the leaders of the Committee of Union and Progress, continued in the
Republican period. However, in the first years, despite all the wishes and various supports of the
government, we see that the private sector has yet to thrive in economic life to the desired extent and that
the state has organized investments that can be considered essential investments. The lack of capital,
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technological inadequacy, and the fact that entrepreneurial thinking has not yet developed sufficiently have
been effective in this (Celebican, 1982; Inan, 1989; Okciin, 1981).

The Izmir Economic Congress, which was held for the first time between 17 February and 4 March
1923, was aimed at getting rid of the semi-colonial and foreign-dependent structure arising from the
Ottoman State structure until today when the groups represented, the studies carried out, the principles
put forward and the groups influential in the congress were considered. For this purpose, taking and
putting into effect the decisions necessary to establish a completely independent, domestic, and robust
economy is the primary purpose of lzmir Economic Congresses. At the same time, the findings and
innovations taken should be long-lasting, not short-lived. Some of the problems addressed in the congress
are: It is understood that there are comprehensive measures to be taken in Turkey to improve the credit
issue, the regulation of production, the customs issue, taxes, and the situation of farmers, merchants,
industry, and workers. Although most of the decisions taken in Congress were implemented over time, the
articles related to agriculture could not be fully achieved even today (Halict, 2004; Turan, 1995; Ulken,
1981). As a result, the most critical obstacle in front of the implementation of the decisions taken in Izmir
Economic Congtesses is the formation of intellectual development, the determination of economic
inventories, the search for models, and the period of starting to implement to a certain extent. Especially
at the first Izmir Economic Congress, economic advantages and disadvantages were determined, and
strategies for economic development were created. All these policies were based on the framework of the
mixed economy model. However, in the following congresses, decisions were made against imperialism,
forgetting the nationalistic and statist character of the Anatolian Revolution and focusing on liberal
economic policies.

The effort to ensure that national economic policies are not interrupted, especially in congresses that
include the goals of nationalizing the economy, shows that the transition from the Ottoman Empire to the
Republic of Turkey is not a rupture but a continuity (Varli & Koraltiirk, 2010). While the date on which
the congress was decided to be held was discussed whether the Turkish state would side with the Western
Bloc or the USSR, the decision to convene an economic congress that prioritized private enterprise was a
message to the Entente Powers. With this economic congtess organized by the new Turkey, it was wanted
to be firmly announced with this congress in favor of the West. This congress resulted in the decision to
implement an economic model that prioritizes the private sector; insufficient capital, lack of qualified
people, etc., have become virtually dysfunctional (Kayiran and Saygin, 2019; Atageng, 2017). Izmir
Economic Congresses aim to explain how the regime to be established will not be rather than how it will
be. The emphasis on the concept of independence, at the basis of this congress, has also led to the desire
to form a unique, national, and indigenous regime compared to other economic systems. From this point
of view, it can be said that the need for the Republic of Turkey to create a completely private, independent
regime continues to be expressed from authoritative mouths in these congresses.
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GENISLETILMIS OZET

Izmir Tktisat Kongresi, yeni kurulan Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti'nin sosyal, ekonomik, siyasi ve siyasal vizyonunu
belirleyen temel belgelerden biridir. Bu calismada, bugiine kadar gerceklestirilen Tzmir Tktisat Kongresi'nde
bugiine kadar almnan kararlarda tizerinde durulan ve 6ne ¢tkan konularin yorumlayict iceriginin Voyant
Araglart programi kullanilarak analiz edilmesi amaglanmustir. Tzmir Tktisat Kongresi 17 Subat 1923'te
Izmir'de toplanmis, devlet destekli ancak 6zel sektér éncelikli "karma iktisat modeli"nin uygulanmasina
iliskin bazi kararlar alinmistir. Kongre'de alinan karatlar incelendiginde, 6zel sektori tesvik eden ve halkin
ckonomik kalkinmast icin etkin bir devlet yapist kurmayr amaclayan "karma ckonomi" modelinin
benimsendigi gorilmektedir. Kongre kararlar, Tirkiye'nin karst karsiya oldugu konjonktiirel kosullars
rasyonel ekonomi politikasina dayandirmayr amaglamaktadir (Kog, 2000: 389; Daver, 1986: 257; Tokgéz,
1981). Kongreye dénemin siyasi kosullart icinde baktigimizda Lozan Goriismeleri hala devam ediyordu ve
Turkiye'nin SSCB tarzi bir modeli sistem olarak benimseyecedi ve Avrupa yerine SSCB bloguna katilacagt
yonunde soéylentiler vardi. Tirkiye Biiyuk Millet Meclisi Hitkiimeti'nin Moskova'daki ilk dis temsilciliginin
acilmast; Daha sonra 16 Mart 1921'de SSCB ile imzalanan ve siyasi, askeri ve ckonomik baglami da
bulunan Moskova Anlasmast'nin 16 Mart 1921'de imzalanmast, Avrupa'da Turkiye hakkindaki siiphelerin
artmasina neden olmugtur (Boratav, 1994, s. 19; Sar¢, 1983:389; Daver, 1986: 257). Izmir Tktisat
Kongresi'ne karar veren Tirk yetkililer, boyle bir politikalarinin olmadigint ve Osmanlt Imparatorlugu
déneminde uygulanan teslimiyet gibi uygulamalara asla izin verilmeyecegini diinyaya ilan etmek istediler.
Birinci Diinya Savasi'ndan sonra Turk halki bagimsiz bir Ttrk devleti kurmayr basarmis, ancak elde edilen
hukuki ve siyasi bagimsizlik kadar ekonomik bagimsizlik da 6nemli olmustur. Atatlirk, ekonomik sorunlar
cozilene kadar yeni bir devletin 6zgiirce ayakta kalamayacagini biliyordu. Bu nedenle Izmir Iktisat
Kongresi 6ncesinde bu konular iizerinde calistyordu (Sarg, 1983, s. 389; Ozgiiven, 1998; Haligi, 2004:205;
Sarg, 1983). Dénemin Ekonomi Bakant Mahmut Esat Bozkurt, Izmir'de kongre yapilmasini 6neren ilk kisi
oldu. Mahmut Esat Bozkurt'a gbre siyasi orgiitler mesleki temsil sistemine uygun olmali, dolayisiyla
kongreye katilacak kisiler her meslek grubundan temsilci olmalidir. Kongrenin iki temel amact vard
Bunlar, tlkedeki tim ekonomik sektdrlerin yasadigt sorunlari tespit etmek, bu kesimlerin ydnetimle
entegrasyonunu saglamak ve planlanan politikalart yabanct yatirimeilara anlatmaktt (Sayim, 2000; Ko,
2000; Daver, 1986:257). Izmir Iktisat Kongtesi kararlari, Tiirkiye'nin ekonomik kalkinmasinin énemine
dikkat ¢cekmek amaciyla diizenlenmektedir. Bu kongtelerde Turkiye'nin ekonomi politikalar: 6nemli Slciide
belitlenmektedir. Izmir Ekonomi Kongreleri'nin genel amaci, Tiirkiye ekonomisi ile ilgili gelecek
planlamasi yapmak ve olast sorunlara erken ¢6ziim plani gelistirmektir. Kurtulus Savasi'ndan sonra
bagimsizligini  kazanan Turkiye Cumhuriyeti'nin temel hedefi, siyasi ve eckonomik bagimsizhigin
kazanmakt. Kongrenin bu tarihlerde yapilmast, Lozan Antlagsmasi'ni isteyen tlkelere bitr gézdagt vermekti
(Lewis, 1961; Sark, 1983: 389; Daver, 1986: 257; Tokg6z, 1981). Bu kongreler, 6zellikle de ilk Izmir Tktisat
Kongtesi, yeni kurulan Tirkiye Cumhuriyeti'nin ekonomik bagimsizligina verilen 6nemi gostermistir.
Izmir Tktisat Kongrelerinde alinan kararlar genel olarak su konulart kapsamaktadir: Hammaddesi yurt
icinde dUretilen sanayilerin kurulmasi, 6zel girisimcilerin desteklenmesi, yatirimcilara kredi saglayacak
bankalarin kurulmasi, glnlik tiketim mallarinin  Gretimine Oncelik  verilmesi, 6zel tesebbusiin
karsilayamadigi durumlarda yatrimlara devlet Onciiliik etmesi, stratejik acidan Onemli isletmelerin
kamulastirilmasi, yerli mali kullaniminin tegvik edilmesi, glimritk vergilerinin yerli sanayiyi koruyacak
sekilde uygulanmasi, demiryolu ingaatinin bir programa baglanmasi, isci ve sendikal haklarinin
tyilestirilmesi, teknik personelin egitimine 6nem verilmesi ve asar vergisinin kaldiridmast... Bu kararlar,
Izmir Tktisat Kongreleri'nin yerli sanayiyi korumaya yonelik kararlarinin kararliligini gosterdigi gibi,
Mustafa Kemal'in 6zellikle ilk Tzmir Iktisat Kongresi'nde imtiyaz taninan yabanci yatirimeilart degil, milli
sermayeyi Onceleyen bir politika izlemeyi distindigint gostermektedir (Sarg, 1983, s. 389; Daver, 1986:
257). Kongrenin yapildigt dénemin kosullart dikkate alindiginda, "Cagdas Uygarlik" duzeyinde bir
Cumhuriyet icin rasyonel ekonomi politikalarinin belirlendigi actktir. Tzmir Tktisat Kongresi'nde alinan
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kararlarin 6zl, ekonomik bagimsizliktan 6din vermemek, 6ncelikle milli kaynaklari kullanmak, yerli
sermayenin gelismesini engellemeyecek yabanct sermayeye izin vermek, biyik giiclerin boyundurugu
altnda olmama kararliligi, Greticileri, sanayicileri desteklemek gibi Izmir Tktisat Kongtesi'nin ulusal
karakterini yansitmaktadir, ihracatcilart ve girisimcileri tesvik etmek (Okgiin, 1981; Daver, 1986: 257).
Izmir'de diizenlenen ekonomi kongrelerinde alinan kararlar cesitli nedenlerle énemli olabilir. Iste bu
kararlarin  6nemini vurgulayan bazi 6nemli noktalar. Bu kararlar asagidaki acilardan biyik 6nem
tasimaktadir:  Ekonomi  politikalarmmn  olusturulmasi: 1zmir'deki ekonomi kongreleri, mevcut ekonomik
zotluklari ve firsatlari tartismak icin uzmanlari, politika yapicilari, akademisyenleri ve endistri liderlerini bir
araya getiriyor. Bu toplantilardan ¢ikan karar ve Oneriler bolgesel, ulusal ve hatta uluslararast dizeyde
Oonemli kararlar olarak goriilmektedir. Bu kongreler, ekonomik sorunlarin belirlenmesi, ele alinmast ve
yenilik¢i ¢6ziimler bulunmast icin platformlar olarak hizmet vermektedir. Genellikle arastirma makaleleri,
vaka calismalari ve ekonomik kalkinma icin yeni yaklasimlara ve stratejilere yol acabilecek en iyi
uygulamalarin sunumlarint icerir. Fkonomik ve Insani Gelisme: Bu kongrelerde alinan kararlar ilke
ekonomileri tizerinde dogrudan etkiye sahiptir. Ekonomik zorluklart ele alarak, yatirimlart tegvik ederek ve
yeni firsatlart kesfederek, kongre sonuglari ekonomik bityime ve kalkinmaya katkida bulunur ve bir vizyon
cizer. Bu kongrelerde kabul edilen 6neriler ve kararlar hitkiimet politikalarini, dizenleyici cergeveleri ve
ckonomik tegvikleri etkileyebilir. Politika yapicilar, ekonomik plan ve stratejileri formile ederken genellikle
bu toplantilardan elde edilen icgorileri géz oniinde bulundururlar. Sonug olarak, Izmir ekonomi
kongrelerinde alinan kararlar, ekonomi politikalarini sekillendirme, stirdirtlebilir kalkinmay1 tesvik etme,
uluslararasi isbirligini tesvik etme ve karmastk ekonomik zorluklara ¢6zim tdretme potansiyeli nedeniyle
biytk 6nem tasimaktadir. Bu toplantilar, diyalog, bilgi alisverisi ve ag olusturma icin degerli platformlar
olarak hizmet vermekte ve Izmir ve Stesindeki ekonomik manzaranin ilerlemesine ve refahina katkida
bulunmaktadir. Izmir ekonomi kongrelerinde alinan  kararlarin  6nemi, ekonomi politikast
formulasyonundan siirdirilebilir kalkinmaya, sosyal icermeye ve teknolojik ilerlemeye kadar genis bir
yelpazeyi kapsamaktadir. Izmir Tktisat Kongresi kararlari, devletin ekonomi politikalarint liberal ekonomi
politikalari ve karma bir ekonomi modeli ¢ergevesinde sekillendirmeyi amaglamaktadir. Devletin ekonomik
hayata fazla miidahale etmedigi, 6zel sektér ve sermayenin aktif olmasinin beklendigi, bunun icin cesitli
muafiyet ve ayricaliklar tanindig gérillmektedir. Ittihat ve Terakki Cemiyeti 6nderleri tarafindan yaratilmak
istenen yerli ticaret butjuvazisi arzusu Cumhuriyet déneminde de devam etmistir (Celebican, 1982:23-24;
Inan, 1989; Okgiin, 1981). Ancak ilk yillarda devletin tiim isteklerine ve cesitli desteklerine ragmen 6zel
scktoriin ekonomik hayatta istenilen Ol¢ide bagarili olamadigini, devletin asli yatirim sayilabilecek
yatirimlart organize ettigini goriiyoruz. Bunda sermaye eksikligi, teknolojik yetersizlik ve girisimci
distincenin heniiz yeterince gelismemis olmast etkili olmustur.
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