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Arap Siirinde Hikmet ve Felsefe
0z
Hikmet, eskiden oldugu gibi giintimiizde de bir bilgenin vaaz ve nasihat verirken ve insanlar arasinda
iyiligi yayarken istedigi hedefe ulagmasi icin kullandigi kaynaklardandir. ilk asirlardan itibaren
sairler, siiri hikmeti ve 6giitleri yaymak igin kullanmiglardir. Oyle ki bash basina Arap siirinin ilim
dallarindan biri haline gelmis, sairler bu konuda uzun kasideler ve hikmetli s6zler dizmislerdir.
Asirlar boyunca hikmetleri kasidelerle anlatan sairler meshur olmus, bu kasideler faydali nasihatler
halinde gezginlerle dolasarak toplumlarin hayatina dokunmus, topluma fayda getirmis ve faziletin
yayilmasim saglamstir. Araplarin bircok kelimeye yeni anlamlar yiiklenmesinde biiyiik pay sahibi
olan islam’a girisi ve Arap olmayanlarin da islam’a girerek Araplarla kaynasmasi hikmetle dolu siir
sanatlarini daha da artirdi. Bu durum, terciime hareketinin canlanmasina ve Islami ilimlerden
beslendikten sonra Arap kiiltiirii ile birlestirilerek kiiltiir ve gelenekleri fark etmeksizin diger
milletlerin hikmetlerinden faydalanilmasiyla siirin zenginlestirilmesine katk: sagladi. Ayrica Arap
diinyasinda insanlarin dogasinda, yasam tarzlarinda ve yasam tarzlarinin gelisiminde meydana gelen
kokli degisiklikler; kiiltiirlerin kaynasmasinda, ibret ve hikmetlerin ortaya ¢ikarilmasinda ve boylece
bu yeni toplumun ¢ocuklar: arasinda siir yoluyla onlara giivenlik, refah, hayat giivenligi ve uyum
getirecek sekilde yayilmasinda biiyiik rol oynadi. Bu ¢alismada, cahiliye désneminden baslayarak

modern dénemin sonuna kadar hikmeti konu edinen baz1 Arap siirlerine yer verilmis, hayatin farkl
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yonlerini konu edinen siirlere ve bu siirlerin toplumun ahlakini kiymetlendirme, insani faziletlere
yiikseltme ve ¢irkin islerden uzaklasmasindaki roliine vurgu yapmistir. Sairlerin bazen kendi
aralarindaki giizel ahlakla 6viindiikleri bazen de kaybolmak tizere olan giizel huylara davet ettikleri
goriilmiistiir. Sair kaybolan bu giizel huylara geri dosnmeye davet eden hikmetler ve 6giitler siraladigi
siirler sdylemistir. Bu calisma da asirlar boyunca Arap siirinde hikmetin farkli yonleri incelenmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Arap Edebiyaty, Siir, Asir, Sairler, Hikmet

Wisdom and Philosophy in Arabic Poetry

Abstract

Wisdom is one of the resources that a sage uses to reach his desired goal while preaching and giving
advice and spreading goodness among people. Since the first centuries, poets have used poetry to
spread wisdom and preaching. So much so that it became one of the branches of Arabic poetries.
Poets wrote long gasidas and wise words on this subject. Throughout the ages, poets became famous
who composed poems that were transmitted by the travelers in the form of useful sermons that
touched the lives of the people of society bringing benefit to it and spreading virtue in it. The art of
poetry imbued with wisdom was increased by the entry of the Arabs into Islam, which had a great
impact in adding new meanings to many words, as well as mixing of non-Arabs with Arabs when they
entered Islam. Consequently, it contributed to revitalizing the translation movement and benefiting
from the wisdom of other nations in enriching poetry with them after being nourished by Islamic
sciences and integrating them with their cultures and customs regardless of their ways of living. In
addition to this, the radical changes that occurred in the Arab environment in the nature of its
people, its way of living, and the development of its ways of life, played a major role in integrating
cultures, extracting lessons and wisdom, and then spreading it through poetry among the people of
this new society, in a way that ascertains them security, prosperity, safe living, and harmony. In this
study, some samples of Arabic poetry from the period of jahiliyya to the end of the modern period are
presented, mentioning poems about different aspects of life and its place in adding value to the ethics
of the society, raising the person to the virtue and recover him from low deeds and disgraceful states.
The poets are seen sometimes proud of ethics and virtue spread beyond them, and sometimes
inviting to virtues about to disappear. So, the poets composed poets with wisdom and sermon that
calls to these disappearing virtues and embracing them which are the topic of this article as well as
the different aspects of wisdom in the Arabic poetry throughout the centuries.

Keywords: Arabic Literature, Poetry, century, Poets Wisdom

Extended Abstract
The Arabs use the word al-hukm (judgment) in the areas of sovereignty, jurisprudence, and leadership.
As it is known, al-hukm is “to judge something by something” and the term al-hikma (wisdom) is derived
from it, but its meaning is more general than al-hukm, because all wisdom is judgment and not the other
way around, because wisdom is “making the right judgment with reflection and reason.” And if we realize
this meaning, we find that wisdom is also linked to sovereignty and leadership among the Arabs, and
even to the people in general. It grants prestige to those who utter it, and then soon those incidents are
repeated, so a person benefits from those sayings and considers them, and even transmits among people
who are admonished by them, then they become proverbs and wisdom among the society, so they are
inherited from generation to generation. Since their goal was noble and the intention sincere, these
proverbs and wisdom were transmitted among societies in their different places and were transmitted
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by tongues despite their multiplicity of languages, to guide people to the path of goodness and
righteousness in the affairs of this world and the hereafter.

And if we realize the value of wisdom among the people, and the status of the person who possesses it,
we find it obvious that the poet seeks to attain this status, assume this position, and have this
characteristic. This is evident from the early pre-Islamic times until our days. Throughout the ages, poets
have written poems aimed at spreading wisdom and virtue among the people of society until wisdom
became a sub-division of Arabic poetry, in which lengthy poems and independent chapters were written,
and even many poets were famous for it. We mention among them, for example, the pre-Islamic poet
Zuhayr bin Abi Salma, Uday bin Zayd, and Tarfa bin al-Abd. Among the poets of the Islamic era Hassan
bin Thabit, Imam al-Shafi‘i, Abu al-Tayyib al-Mutanabbi, Abu Tammam, Abu al-Atahiya. Among the poets
of the modern era are Ahmad Shawqi, Mahmoud Sami al-Baroudi, Jamil Sidqi al-Zahawi, and many others.
Their voices preached judgment, and their tongues preached lessons and sermons, so the public received
them and comprehended them, and they were transmitted by riders until they walked in the east and
west of the earth, directing the behavior of society and its children towards goodness, and branding the
human being towards generosity and virtues of morals, and exalted him from vices and foolish things.
The researcher began his article by presenting the definition of wisdom in terms of language, its
connection to judgment, and the point of their convergence in meaning, then the scholars’ definition of
wisdom in terms of terminology, its synonym in Western thought, and the meanings and connotations
that the word wisdom contains that other terms lack synonyms for it. And then he dealt with the most
famous poets of the pre-Islamic era whose poems were characterized by wisdom, and their reputation
spread among the tribes, so they were messengers of peace, advocates of truth, and fairness to the
oppressed. Divine phrases and prophetic sermons, and they were truly complementary to the honorable
morals that the Prophet, may God’s prayers and peace be upon him, came with, so the poets of Islam
extracted wisdom and sermons from divine rulings, and recounted them as poems transmitted by
tongues, and translated by pens, in addition to that the cultural, geographical and ethnic diversity that
added poetry a new color after the non-Arabs entered Islam, and the sermons and lessons they carried
with them, tongues picked them up and recounted them in wise poetry. The research did not neglect the
modern era and the conditions that occurred in it, which restructured societies and distributed their
citizens and the different components of their children, which gave poetry bright colors of various
stripes. The pens of its masters wrote poems that contained wisdom and sermons, and extracted lessons
that touched the hearts of the people, so healed them some of the diseases and pests that afflicted society
as aresult of different types of circumstances. They called for honors and morals on which nations relied
on to rise above vices to guide the people towards excellence, to gain honor and glory in this world, and
to win God’s satisfaction and reward in the hereafter.

What I mentioned above will appear clearly to the reader in this paper in which I tried to highlight the
meanings of wisdom and philosophy in the Arabic poetry, and mentioned some poets who were famous
for wisdom throughout the ages with examples of their poems, and their role in spreading wisdom and
virtue among the society. I tried to be as concise as possible, hoping that this study will be a prelude to
more comprehensive and broader works in this field.
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